
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

  



 

 

 
  

Thank you for your interest in Selston High 
School. 

 
I feel very privileged to be the Headteacher of 
Selston High School, a school where you can be 
confident your child will be safe, happy, and 
inspired to do their very best. Our values are 
reflected in our mission statement: 

 
I very much hope that this brochure will give you a clear sense of our values, curriculum, 
and enrichment opportunities. Our Open Evening takes place in the autumn of each year, 
but you are very welcome to contact us and visit the school to see us at work. 
 
As Headteacher I have high expectations of every member of the school community so 
that we can ‘inspire success’ in every student. You can expect your child to be nurtured, 
supported, and challenged so that they excel academically and socially. 
 
At Selston High School we expect all students to share these high standards and to do 
their best every day. We recognise that each child is an individual and aim to 
personalise learning so that all pupils thrive and achieve their full potential. We aim to 
develop resilient, hard-working, and respectful citizens who will be ready for the next 
stage of their education and who can confidently and successfully take their place in the 
world. 
 
Working with you as a parent will be vital to your child’s success; I hope this is the start of 
a successful partnership and I look forward to welcoming you and your family to our 
school. 
 
As you read through the brochure you will note the comments of Ofsted who rated 
Selston High School as 'Good' in 2019. This judgement reflects the high standards, and 
that Governors and staff are ambitious to improve further. 
 
Paul Halcro - Headteacher 
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Mission Statement:  
 
To inspire every member of the school community to achieve their full potential and enjoy 
the experience. 
 
Selston High School's purpose is to provide high quality learning and teaching in a 
supportive and caring environment; to develop the potential of each individual and 
prepare each student to learn, grow and thrive in the 21st Century. We are a fully 
inclusive school, and we are dedicated and committed to raising the aspirations and 
achievements of all our students. 
 
This will be achieved through our Aims and Values: 
 
Aims: 
Personalised learning leading to success, achievement and enjoyment, for all. 
Everyone being a leader. 
Consistency at the centre of everything we do. 
A safe, healthy, orderly, sustainable and cohesive school community. 
Effective engagement with our learners, parents, local communities and partners. 
A positive, proactive approach to innovation and continuous improvement for all. 
 
Values: 
As a caring school community, we recognise the vital importance of promoting equality of 
opportunity and actively support and encourage values which reflect this. 
 
Our values are simple and involve respect for school, respect for learning and respect for 
others. Underpinning this is the expectation that all students and members of staff will 
show respect for themselves.  
 
We have high expectations in terms of learning and behaviour and expect all members 
of our community to take both individual and group responsibility. 
 
We believe in the power of positivity and ensure that we celebrate and recognise the 
successes and uniqueness of each individual. Embracing and valuing diversity. 
 
British values are at the heart of our school culture: democracy, tolerance of those of 
different beliefs and faiths, individual liberty and the rule of law.  
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Selston High School is a very successful 'learning school' at all levels. The school prides 
itself on providing a good education for students based upon innovative approaches to 
teaching and learning. 
 
We offer an extensive curriculum within a disciplined environment. 
 

The Ofsted inspection report in April 2019 commented that: 

We are proud when students who have recently left Selston High School continue to 
thrive in education and win places at some of the finest Universities in the country. 
Courses recently undertaken include Medicine at Manchester University, Criminology at 
Leeds University, Mechanical Engineering and Chemistry at Sheffield University and 
French at Leeds University. 
 
Our latest GCSE Results can be found at: 
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/ 
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For English teachers at Selston High School our subject is our passion. We understand 
that the ability to read and write to a high standard will greatly enhance a student’s 
life chances. In addition, the opportunity to share and discuss great literature builds 
confident, well rounded and thoughtful citizens. 
 
Over five years, students will read some of the finest plays, poems and novels ever 
written and have the opportunity to respond to these texts in a wide variety of ways. 
From Shakespeare to Carol Ann Duffy, students will learn to love great literature whilst 
working towards a GCSE in English Literature. We promote a lasting love of reading 
through visits from poets and authors and trips to the theatre. Projects in class are 
planned with real audiences and real-life contexts in mind. 
 
The world of communication is evolving quicker than at any time in history and through 
the study of English language students will trace the written word through to modern 
digital forms. Students who need extra support with developing reading and writing 
skills are given additional time and support to develop these skills. GCSE English is a 
challenging but exciting subject and helps to prepare students for Post 16 study and the 
world of work. Many of our students choose to continue studying English in further and 
higher education. Students will complete GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature at the end of Year 11. 
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Each year the demands on students increase to secure a good grade in mathematics at 
GCSE. It is essential to secure a place at college to study vocational courses and 'A' levels 
and also to gain employment in a competitive market.  
 
At Selston High School the Mathematics team work exceptionally hard to inspire students 
to improve their maths through hard work and dedication. Students learn that the work 
ethic needed to succeed in maths will help ensure success in life.  
 
Through five years of high-quality teaching, challenge and support the vast majority of 
our students meet their targeted expectations at GCSE with the most able achieving over 
and above expectations.  
 
When a new student joins us, they are quickly organised into ability groups in order to 
maximise the individual support they receive. From Year 7 onwards students experience a 
varied mathematics programme of study fully focussed on individual support and 
challenge.  
 
Students begin the GCSE course at the start of Year 9 to ensure there is enough time to 
comprehensively deliver the full course. During GCSE, students cover a range of 
mathematical topics; algebra, number, space and shape, data handling and ratio and 
proportion.  
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During science lessons we aim to inspire our students to explore and engage with the 
exciting world of practical science and understand its applications in the real world. 
 
Students study Biology, Physics and Chemistry from Year 7. Progress is carefully 
assessed and towards the end of Year 8 each student is placed on an appropriate 
GCSE pathway.  
 
The majority of students in Key Stage 4 take a qualification in GCSE Combined Science 
leading to two GCSE qualifications. As part of the course students will take part in a 
number of ‘Core Practicals’ and they will be examined on various aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.  
 
At the end of Year 8 some students will be invited to study for three separate GCSEs in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These courses are more challenging and require a 
deeper and more sophisticated knowledge of Science.  
 
Students opting for this pathway will often go on to study Science A-levels at Post-16 
and University level and may enjoy a career in science.  
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The Art and Design Department at Selston High School offers a vibrant, dynamic and 
stimulating environment providing learners with a broad and exciting curriculum.  
 
At Key Stage 3 pupils receive one hour a week of Art and Design education. Pupils are 
given the opportunity to experiment with a wide range of media from traditional 
painting, drawing and ceramics to art textiles, media, photography and animation.  
Imaginative outcomes are produced with influences from historical and contemporary 
contextual studies.  
 
At Key Stage 4 pupils can choose from GCSEs in Art, Craft and Design and 
Photography. The range of opportunities enables all learners to succeed and develop 
skills and confidence within their chosen area of Art and Design. Courses encompass 
gallery trips, residential visits, live briefs and location-based Photography visits.  
 
Facilities include two large, bright Art rooms, two kilns, two computer suites and access 
to a wide range of technical equipment including digital SLR cameras, specialist film 
making equipment and software. Pupils can also develop their skills further through 
exciting enrichment opportunities.  Pupils are also encouraged to get involved in Arts 
events within the school and the wider community and regularly succeed in National and 
International creative competitions.  
 
Pupils’ artwork takes pride of place within the school environment and the wider 
community; creative achievements are also celebrated at an annual exhibition open to 
the public 
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In Design and Technology at Selston we encourage students to think creatively in order to 
give meaning to the world in which we live. From environmental issues, healthy eating to 
the built environment, we encourage students to understand what their impact is on 
themselves, society and the global environment.  
 
During Key Stage 3 students will experience both Design and Technology and Food 
Technology. Our newly refurbished state of the art rooms, allow students to learn in a 
vibrant environment and then move into the practical areas to see their ideas become 
reality.  
 
During Design and Technology students will have the opportunity to problem solve through 
teamwork, drawing, modelling and prototyping and evaluating their outcomes. Our new 
ICT suite offers students the opportunity to explore 3D design and technical engineering 
software to visualize their designs.  
 
In Food Technology lessons students will cover food preparation skills and learn how to 
cook a variety of healthy and economical meals. Taking into account how food is 
produced and what impact this has on our own bodies and the world in which we live.  
 
KS4 Construction will introduce students to joinery and bricklaying which happens in our 
brand-new purpose-built area. This gives students the opportunity to experience a real 
world understanding of the built environment.   
 
At KS4 students will be able to select one or a combination of courses from Engineering, 
Hospitality and Catering and Construction and the built environment. They will be able to 
enhance their subject skills in a more specific way.   
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The study of History, Religious Studies and Geography encourages students to consider 
the world around us and the impact we can have on the world and one another. 
Students will be guided to reflect on the spiritual and moral choices people make and 
judge the impact this has had on the history of the world.  
 
From Year 7 a variety of teaching and learning techniques are used to encourage 
independent and critical thinking and enquiry. These include source exercises and 
fieldwork with the purpose of developing an enquiring mind in each student.  
 
In History students start with the Medieval Period in England and journey through time to 
the 21st Century. In Religious Education the focus is on other cultures, prejudice, religious 
diversity and ethics.  In Geography we investigate how the world has changed 
economically, socially and politically and the impact of natural events and human 
behaviours.  
 
In Key Stage 4, History and Geography are very popular GCSE option subjects.  
 
All courses are underpinned by visits and field trips designed to widen students' 
perceptions of the world. Popular visits include a residential visit to Poland to visit 
Auschwitz, Dove Dale and visits into Nottingham city centre.  
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Computer Science and ICT aims to equip every student with the skills they need to thrive 
in today’s digital world while also developing thinking skills to support wider learning.  
 
In Key Stage 3 we develop creative and computer science knowledge via Podcasting, 
Python programming, websites and database design, giving students a flavour and 
understanding of the real-world applications of IT and Computer science.  
 
In Year 9 students can opt to take GCSE Computer Science or Cambridge Nationals IT 
to further their skills and knowledge in what is a challenging and rewarding profession 
that is in high demand. 
 
Via enrichment we also offer Lego Robotics, the Digital Enterprise Award and Cyber 
Discovery. All students will also take part in the Oxford University Bebras Challenge to 
develop resilience and thinking skills even further. 
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Through the study of a foreign language, our students discover new cultures and widen 
their horizons while enjoying their experience in a positive and purposeful learning 
environment. Our enthusiastic and dedicated team of linguists believe that the study of a 
foreign language helps students develop an openness to and appreciation of other 
cultures as well as develops their resilience and independence, the ability to make 
connections and draw comparisons as well as recall information.   
 
We encourage students to progress in all four skill areas of Listening, Speaking, 
Reading and Writing while bringing languages alive through a range of interactive and 
varied lessons which incorporate a clear focus on grammar and key vocabulary within 
the context of high impact learning activities which enable students to become confident 
linguists and achieve their potential.  
 
Our team also promotes language learning through house competitions, assemblies and 
trips abroad.  
 
At Key Stage 3 students’ study either French or Spanish and have an option to continue 
with their foreign language at GCSE.  
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Selston High School has a thriving and popular Performing Arts Department with an 
outstanding reputation. 
 
Our mission is to be an inspiring presence at the very heart of the school. To this end we 
have purpose built and well-equipped facilities including performance studios and a 
music room complete with individual music practice rooms.  
 
As some schools are narrowing the curriculum, squeezing out creativity, self-expression 
and performance we pride ourselves in our specialist provision in the Arts and creative 
arts through Drama and Music.  
 
Our talented students perform in school productions and concerts as well as with local 
and regional theatre and musical groups and receive the full support of the school in 
pursuing their creative ambitions.  
 
The department also supports a wide range of ensembles such as a school choir, a wind 
band and Drama club. Individual instrumental tuition is also available for guitar, 
percussion, vocal, woodwind, brass, strings, keyboard and piano through the Arts 
Support Service.   
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Here at Selston High School we aim to deliver a high-quality physical education 
curriculum which inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other 
physically demanding activities. We provide opportunities for pupils to become 
physically confident in a way which supports their health, fitness and sporting 
performance. Students will learn to reflect and understand what makes a performance 
effective and how to apply these principles to their own and others’ work. We also 
offer a range of opportunities to compete in sport and other activities to build character 
and help embed values such as fairness and respect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During PE lessons pupils will work as both individuals and teams whilst experiencing a 
range of different roles and responsibilities such as; performer, leadership roles, and 
officiating. Through the variety of experiences, they learn how to be effective in 
competitive, creative and challenging situations. 
 
In Key Stage 3, students take part in the following activities: 

Football Netball Orienteering Handball Rugby Cricket 
Gymnastics Badminton Dance Hockey Trampolining Tennis 

 Table Tennis Rounders Athletics Fitness  

At KS4 students have 2 possible options:  

• Option 1 –OCR GCSE in Physical Education which includes 70% theory and 30% 
practical. (3 assessed sports, 1 analysing performance case study and two written 
examinations) 

• Option 2 – OCR Cambridge National in Sports Science which is a vocational route. 

Students will complete 3 units of coursework 75% and a written exam 25% on 
sports injuries. 
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Selston High School follows an enrichment programme, on a Friday afternoon every 
fortnight which has been designed to develop the students’ cultural capital.  
 
During this time students engage in activities to support them in making progress with 
their learning, their general knowledge and also prepare them for their role as an 
active citizen in society.  These activities are designed to complement the curriculum they 
follow and are a fun way of learning.  Sessions are designed not to be a ‘normal’ 
lesson.  
 
Students really enjoy the sessions and there is a real buzz around the school during 
enrichment time. Sessions are planned and delivered by members of staff from across 
our school community.  
 
Each year is divided in to three blocks.  Year 7 will start each year with a ‘Be Awesome’ 
series of lessons which helps develop self-awareness of their learning skills and helps 
prepare the students for their time at Selston High School.  Students then complete 
several programmes of study including literacy projects, problem solving, careers and 
guidance, the past, the environment, ethics, a taste of the world, a creative arts project 
and the iDEA award.  Aspects of the new RHSE curriculum are also taught in these 
sessions.  

 
At Selston High School we believe all children are entitled to an education that will 
enable them to develop their full potential - be that intellectual, physical, aesthetic, 
creative, emotional, spiritual or social - and receive an appropriate level of challenge in 
our learning environment. All students have individual needs, making personalised 
learning a priority in our teaching and learning.  
 
Selston High School is committed to providing a varied and challenging climate for all its 
students. In addition, we will endeavour to identify those who are More Able and 
Talented through the provision of wide-ranging opportunities and nurture their individual 
abilities.  
 

 

 
14 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 
At Selston High School we truly believe that every student should be equally valued and 
should be given the opportunity to realise their full potential regardless of ability. We 
are very proud of our provision for learning support as this enables us to ensure that 
every student is supported to reach their potential academically, pastorally and 
personally. The Learning Support department responds to any special educational 
needs that students have and indeed recognises that most students may have special 
needs at some stage of their education.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students with learning needs receive support to help them access all lessons and this can 
take various forms, including: 
 

● Specific transition packages to support the move from Primary School.  

● Work which is adapted to your child’s ability.  

● Withdrawal from some lessons to follow personalised programmes for literacy and 
numeracy.  

● Small group work with teaching assistants both in class and in the learning support unit 
to support academically, pastorally and personally.  

● Support from external agencies.  

● Careers advice.  

● Taster days and visits to colleges and other providers to support transition to post-16. 

● Lunch time and break time support.  
 
Students with special educational needs are integrated as fully as possible into the 
educational and social life of the school and have their needs met in the least restrictive 
environment.  
 
The Learning Support department is housed in a discrete block which offers a base for 
students at breaks and lunchtimes, teaching rooms, computers, a kitchen for life skills and 
a sensory room.  
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Standards of behaviour and conduct at Selston High School are high. 
During their visit in April 2019 Ofsted observed that: 
 

 
The clearest way of summarising our behaviour code is around the principle of Respect. 
 
Respect for learning 
 

• Ensure your behaviour allows the teacher to teach and students to focus on 
learning. 

• Be prepared for learning, bringing equipment and completing homework. 

• Work to the best of your ability and demonstrate that you value learning and 
wish to make progress. 

• Be on time and be present for learning. 
 
Respect for others 
 

• Be polite and courteous to staff and students, using positive appropriate 
language at all times. 

• Respect people's personal space and privacy of belongings – do not touch 
people or things without permission. 

• Respect people's rights not to be teased or bullied and do the right thing 
reporting any behaviour that violates others' rights. 

• Respect people's uniqueness and differences and value everyone who is part of 
our school community. 

• Observe social distancing and avoid all physical contact with others. 
 
Respect for the school 
 

• Respect school staff and cooperate with them in lessons and outside of class. 

• Wear the school uniform with pride. 

• Ensure your behaviour contributes positively to the school's reputation both in 
school and the community. 

• Respect the environment and school resources at all times. 

• Strive to be the best you can be. 
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The school is divided into year groups and each year has a Head of Year who is 
responsible for all aspects of school life relating to students within their year. All students 
are part of a tutor group, and their tutor will get to know each student as an individual 
and work closely with parents to ensure that your child feels happy, safe and included 
at our school. In addition, all students can access support from the Student Support 
Centre which specialises in helping young people suffering with behavioural, physical or 
mental health problems, friendship issues or other things that may prove to be barriers 
to their learning. Students will also be attached to one of 4 Houses: 

The House system is central in promoting enrichment activities and a hotly contested 
House Championship. 
 
The Houses actively support sporting, inter-house and charity events, as well as a variety 
of personal development activities including trips and end of term activities. All students 
will be encouraged to participate fully in the day-to-day life of their House and help 
contribute to the wide and varied competitions it provides. 

The most important thing we do here at Selston High School is protect our young people 
from harm. Safeguarding and child protection are our number one priority, and we 
work closely with social care, the police, health and the voluntary sector to ensure we 
are supporting all our students and helping them to thrive. We have a dedicated team 
of safeguarding officers who are highly trained, and one will always be available for 
advice and guidance if you are concerned about the welfare of a young person.  
Every school in Nottinghamshire is required to follow a set procedure in cases of 
suspected child abuse.  Headteachers are required to refer their concerns to the Social 
Services Department for further investigation so that children at risk can be identified 
quickly. This procedure is intended to protect children from abuse.  When a school refers 
a concern about a student to the Social Services Department, it is not accusing the 
parents of abuse but requesting that further investigation takes place to establish 
whether a child is at risk.  A copy of our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can 
be found on the website. 
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The school operates a cafeteria system which has proved most popular with the students.  
There is a wide choice of food on offer and students pay daily using a biometric 
‘fingerprint’ system.  We ask that parents upload money onto their children’s accounts 
online. Each day, a nutritionally balanced 'Meal of the Day' is offered at a special, 
value-for-money price. The menu, along with the prices, can be viewed on the school 
portal. High-quality food is served in a recently refurbished dining room for key stage 3 
or the leisure centre for key stage 4. The ‘Pitstop’ is a large recreational area that 
provides key stage 3 students with somewhere to eat indoors. In addition, there are a 
number of clubs and activities held at lunchtime as well as access to the tennis courts to 
play sport. The school policy is that no student can leave the premises at lunchtime, and 
we expect parents to support our implementation of this policy. 
 

 
A special bus service is provided for students coming from our partner primary schools 
who do not live within walking distance of the school.  Those who live beyond the three-
mile limit are issued with a free bus pass by the Nottinghamshire County Council 
Transport Department. Students travel home on the same number bus as the one that 
brings them to school.   
Students must behave in an orderly manner on the buses and at the bus stops. 

 

 
The school has adopted the standard Nottinghamshire County Council policy, a full 
version of which is available from the school upon request. The key points are 
summarised as follows: 

• The school is committed to free education. 

• The school recognises the value of extra-curricular activities in a student's 
education. 

• For residential activities, charges are generally made for board and lodgings. 

• Charges may be made for materials and ingredients used during craft lessons. 

• No charge will normally be made for examination fees unless students fail to 
turn up for examinations or miss coursework. 

• Special circumstances exist for parents in receipt of income support or family 
credit. 

• The school reserves the right to seek payment where children cause damage to 
school property. 
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Students are expected to wear school uniform and to maintain a smart, sensible and 
business-like appearance at all times. 
 
Grey Blazer with school badge, school tie (Blue with silver stripe) 
 
Either Black trousers – these must be tailored trousers.  (No labels, coloured 
buttons/buckles and must not be skintight on the legs/drainpipe or of a "hipster" style.  
Any belts must be functional, minimalist and not a fashion accessory).   
Or Black, knee length skirt (Not pencil or stretchy style) 
 
White formal plain shirt with long or short sleeves (Not polo style) 
 
Tailored black shorts may be worn during the final half term of the year.  
 
Black or grey socks or Black or natural tights 
 
Plain, polishable black shoes.  (Not trainers or canvas shoes, no logos or coloured soles, 
no high heels or boots). 
 
PE Kit: 
Plain Navy Shorts 
Navy/Sky Blue Rugby Shirt (reversible) 
Navy/Sky Blue Sports Shirt with collar 
Sky Blue football socks 
White sports socks 
Football boots 
Navy tracksuit or jogging bottoms for outdoor use only (optional) 
Selston PE jumper 
Training shoes to be used for PE only (no plimsolls) 
 
No denim is allowed. 
 
The only acceptable items of jewellery are a wristwatch and one pair of plain small 
earlobe studs which must be removed for all PE or other practical activities where they 
could be a danger.  
 
On grounds of Health & Safety, facial/body piercings are not allowed in school. 
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Selston High School is situated on a large rural campus. The School itself has benefitted 
from significant investment over recent years with many classrooms being refurbished. 
 
Students at the school benefit from access to the following facilities and resources 
 

• Selston Leisure Centre – This facility gives students access to floodlit 5 a- side 
pitches, the gym, a dance studio and the main hall. 

• Student Support Centre – This area is staffed by a team of pastoral assistants, 
who are not teachers, but work exclusively on supporting students addressing 
their emotional and behavioural issues. The staff offer a drop-in service at 
breaks and lunchtime. 

• ICT Facilities – We have 7 specialist ICT rooms equipped with the latest spec 
PCs. Most classrooms have an interactive whiteboard for use in lessons. Our wi-fi 
network allows access to learning resources across the site. 

• Theatre/Hall – Our main hall doubles up as a meeting/assembly area and a 
tiered theatre with full stage lighting and sound system. 

• Specialist Rooms – The school has specialist, well equipped modern facilities for 
Science, DT and Music. 

• A purpose designed food and hospitality area was completed in 2019 

• Ceramic Studio with kilns. 

• First Aid – A qualified first aider is available at all times. The first aid team also 
manages the medical needs – including taking medication of students. 

• Sports Facilities – These include extensive sports fields with a running track, 2 
gymnasiums, tennis courts. 

• Photography Studio – Equipped with top of the range computers, students have 
access to Digital SLR cameras, tripods lighting etc and the full Photoshop suite of 
software. 
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Relationship, social, and health education is recognised as important to a young person’s 
development.  Selston High School will continue to teach these throughout the curriculum, 
as well as being a designated RSHE session taught in one tutor period each week to all 
year groups in the form of distinct modules. Aspects of our enrichment program also 
deal with RSHE topics. 
 
RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX EDUCATION 
Including the development of self-esteem, respect for others, how to make friends and 
keep them, how to deal with bullying, stress and loss. 
In addition to the physical facts taught in science, we aim to help young people focus on 
the emotional and social aspects of relationships.  
 
HEALTH & WELL BEING EDUCATION 
Including smoking, alcohol, legal and illegal drugs, how to keep your body healthy, how 
to avoid illness, wellbeing and basic first aid.  
 
FUTURES 
The aim of these programmes is to provide young people with the opportunities to 
research, plan and experience some of the career paths they may be considering.   
 
We have a team who provide independent advice and guidance for all students and 
who are available at Parents Evenings in Years 9 to 11. The school recently achieved 
Career Mark Award. Students will also have opportunities to meet with careers advisors 
who can support them with their post 16 choices and beyond. 
 
There are various opportunities during each year for students to begin their careers 
planning and these take place through parts of the RSHE programme, in some curriculum 
areas and special events run by the school. Students are also encouraged to do so 
independently and to look at as many avenues as possible. 
 
Within the “Futures” module students also look at personal finance, budgeting and 
dealing with debt. We also hold themed “Drop Down Days” for Years 7 – 11 in order 
to enrich RSHE provision. Here students are off their normal timetable for a full day and 
take part in workshops often facilitated by specialist outside agencies.   
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All students study 25 lessons a week, each of 60 minutes duration, taught over a 2-week 
timetable. 
 
In Years 7, 8 (Key Stage 3) all students study English (8 lessons), Mathematics (8), 
Science (6), History (3), Geography (3), Re (1) Physical Education (4), DT (2), Art (3), 
Drama (2), IT (2), MFL (5) and ICT (2). 
 
In Years 9 and 10 (key Stage 4) all students study English (9 lessons), Mathematics (8), 
Science (8), and Physical Education (4). They will also study four Option Subjects (5) over 
three years. 
 
In Year 11 (Key Stage 4) all students will study English (9 lessons), Mathematics (8), 
Science (10), and Physical Education (4). They will also study three Option Subjects (6) 
over the two years. 

We believe that homework plays an important part of student development and 
progress. Our teaching staff set appropriately challenging homework for students in all 
key stages to help with extending their knowledge, developing independent learning 
skills, and ensuring that individuals are working towards their objectives and targets. 
Homework is never set for no good reason – we want all students to embrace learning 
at home and see this as a vital part of their development. 
 
To help students organise the demands of homework all homework is recorded onto a 
central website called ‘Classcharts’. Students and parents can access this via the web or 
a mobile phone app. 
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Students should arrive on site for 8:25am 
 
am Reg 8:30 – 8:40am 
 
Period 1 8:40 - 9:40am 
Period 2 9:40 - 10:40am 
Break 10.40 - 11.00am 
Period 3 11:00 -12:00pm 
Period 4 12:00 - 1:00pm 
Lunch 1.00 - 1.35pm 
Period 5 1:35 - 2:35pm 
 
pm Reg 2:35 - 3:00pm 

At Selston High School we believe that assessment is an integral part of teaching and 
learning and as such serves several purposes: 
 
a) formative – that assessment should be part of the curriculum planning and used in 
mapping out the next step in children’s learning (Assessment for Learning) 
 
b) diagnostic – that assessment provides a detailed picture of the child’s strengths and 
weaknesses. (Assessment for Learning/PLCs) 
 
c) summative – that assessment provides a picture in time of a child’s development (tests, 
examinations and final assessments) 
 
We provide feedback on this assessment to both students and parents. 
 
Students receive feedback informally through spoken feedback on their learning and 
more formally through written comments on their work, feedback sheets etc. During the 
current pandemic this feedback will be whole class feedback rather than in individual 
books to reduce the chances of transmission.  
 
All students and parents receive three tracking style reports each year. 
 
Parents also have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress with their tutor at a 
Progress Review Day in the autumn term and with their subject teachers at a full Parents 
Evening. 

 

 
23 

 

 



 

 

  

 

We believe that communication between school and home is vital in establishing the 
partnership that leads to a successful education. 
 
Apart from matters relating directly to admission, parents are asked to contact their 
child's Form Tutor in the first instance. 
 
The Head of Year and his/her team of tutors are the link between home and school.  
 
They are available to see parents during school hours although all have a teaching 
commitment throughout the day, so it is necessary to telephone for an appointment to 
ensure that they are available when you visit school.  We aim to return all calls within 
24 hours. 
 
As already mentioned, parents can access information on their child’s homework on our 
online homework platform, Classcharts. This is an effective way for parents to check 
what homework has been set and what homework has been completed.  
 
Key features of the system include: 

 a central webpage where all Homework set is visible. 
 a separate login for students to view ONLY their homework, including a ‘to-

do’ list and push notification reminders when homework is due. 
 a separate login for parents to view ONLY their child’s homework 

 
All students are given an ‘Office 365’ account which includes applications such as 
‘Teams’ that can support them with learning outside the classroom. Selston High School 
also has its own app, “The School Gateway” allowing us to communicate easily by 
instant message. This system also allows parents to access a range of information about 
their child in real time including their timetable, attendance record, latest report and 
records of any incidents. 
 
The school has its own website at www.selstonhigh.org.uk and has pages on social media 
including twitter and Facebook. 

 

 
24 

 

 

http://www.selstonhigh.org.uk/


 

 

 

 
There are well-established procedures, of which all staff are aware, for ensuring 
security on site.  The main reception receives all visitors who are given an authorisation 
badge.  Visitors sign in and out so that the duration of their stay may be logged. 
 
There are strong links between the school management and neighbouring police forces. 
 
Middle and Leadership Teams operate a school support system.  A senior member of 
staff is available for each period of the day to support the safety and welfare of 
students and staff.  Senior staff are on duty and visible every break and lunchtime. 
 
A security fence has been erected to increase security of buildings and personnel, along 
with automatic gates which have further enhanced the security of the site. 

At Selston High School we know that good attendance is crucial to the future educational 
success of our students. Nationally, good attendance is defined as school attendance 
above 95% and students who fall below this level will not be able to fulfil their 
potential.  
 
It is our mission to ensure that every student has access to a high-quality education and 
the opportunity to engage positively with the school. It is important to us that all students 
are able to enjoy a feeling of belonging to their class and school community. Good 
attendance will promote this. 
 
The Student Support Centre works closely with our tutors and year teams to ensure the 
attendance of all of our students is closely monitored with support being offered if issues 
arise. 
 
Parents can expect contact on the first day of absence if the school is not aware of the 
reasons for absence. 
 
We follow the Nottinghamshire County Council Code of Conduct for the issuing of Fixed 
Penalty Notices for unauthorised holidays in term time 
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Selston High School became an Academy in April 2016 and, as such, the governors of 
the school are the Admitting Body for all admissions. For the 2021 intake, all admissions 
into Year 7 will be administered by the Local Authority. Governors have agreed to 
maintain the existing LA admissions criteria.  
  
Selston High is a popular school receiving 242 applications for September 2020. In the 
first instance, places will be given to applicants who live within the catchment area. 
Students and parents from outside the catchment area are very welcome to apply for 
entry and are encouraged to visit the school to see our students at work. 
 

 

The proposed published admission number for Year 7 in September 2021 is 180. 
 
Children for whom Selston High School is the named school in a Statement of Special 
Education Need will be automatically offered a place at the school.  The Governing 
Body of the school cannot guarantee a place at the school for any other category of 
application. 
 
Over-Subscription 
Where the number of applicants for admission exceeds the number of places available, 
the following criteria will be applied in the order set out below, to decide which children 
to admit: 

 

• Looked after children or children who have previously been looked after but 
immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence 
or special guardianship order.  

• Children who live in the catchment area and who, at the time of admission, will 
have a brother or sister attending the school. 

• Other children who live in the catchment area. 

• Children who live outside the catchment area, but who are attending a linked 
primary phase school on the closing date for secondary applications (31 
October) and who will have a brother or sister at Selston High School at the time 
of admission. 

• Children who live outside the catchment area and who, at the time of admission, 
will have a brother or sister at Selston High School. 

• Children who live outside the catchment area but who are attending a linked 
primary phase school on the closing date for secondary applications (31 
October). 

• Other children who live outside the catchment area. 

 

 

 
27 

 

 



 

 

  

 
Consideration will be given to applicants who can establish exceptional medical, social 
or humanitarian grounds (e.g. a learning, behavioural or mobility difficulty which calls 
for special educational provision) relating to the child or to the circumstances of the 
family.  Supporting written evidence from a doctor, social worker or other relevant 
professional must be provided at the time of application, together with details of the 
particular reasons why it is considered that Selston High School is the most suitable 
school, and the difficulties that would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. Each case will be considered on its merits and the Governing Body may seek any 
independent specialist advice deemed necessary. Special circumstances may take 
precedence over the numbered criteria set out above.  

 

 
Applications for admission to other year groups will be considered in relation to the 
way that the school has been organised following the time the year group was first 
admitted to the school.  The Local Education Officer will agree the detail of this before 
the start of each academic year.  In the absence of an agreement, the published 
admission number (PAN) which applied when the year group was first admitted to the 
school will apply.  If places are available within the year group, applications will be 
considered in accordance with the current published admission criteria for Year 7 at the 
school, although no reference to dates will apply.  If places are available, the child will 
normally be admitted to the school. 

 

 
We have very close links with our designated link primary schools, which are visited by 
both the Headteacher and Miss Brooks. Each student in Year 6 will experience two full 
days at Selston High School doing a range of interesting activities.  All children from 
non-partner primary schools are included in these arrangements and will also visit the 
school prior to the transfer.  Parents of Year 6 students have the opportunity to meet 
senior staff when they visit the school.  All parents are invited to Selston High School in 
June to meet the staff. 
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The school takes its responsibility to support the mental health and wellbeing of students 
seriously and employs a number of mental health first aiders alongside offering well-being 
support and interventions when needed. 
 
Thank you for your interest in Selston High School. 
 
Further Information is available on our website www.selstonhigh.org.uk 
 
We welcome the opportunity to meet prospective parents and students and allow them to 
ask any queries they may have. 

Our contact details are: 
  
Chair of Governors: Mrs Gill Haslam     
 
Head teacher: Mr Paul Halcro       
 
Selston High School, Chapel Road, Selston, Nottingham NG16 6BW 
 
Receptionist: Mrs Charlotte Green 
 
Tel. (01773) 810321          Email: enquiries@selstonhigh.org.uk 
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